Title: Networking for Drought Risk Reduction:
Partnerships to link policy to practices

Organizers: UNDP/Drylands Development Center and the ISDR
Secretariat, in collaboration with Governments of Kenya,
Djibouti and China; ICPAC, UNCCD, OCHA, WFP, FAO
and the NDMC of the University of Nebraska, USA.

Chairperson: Ms. Yvette Stevens, former Director of the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, in Geneva.

Overview and Expected Outcomes:

Drought is the natural hazard which has the greatest impact worldwide.
With projected global climate change, the frequency and severity of drought
are expected to increase in many regions. It is, therefore, imperative that all
national, regional and international actors involved in drought risk reduction
take a collective and robust approach to address this pressing issue.

This side event will present current information on drought risk reduction

activities, regional networking and partnership opportunities, and a proposed
framework on disaster risk reduction with respect to drought. The
discussions will focus on opportunities to strengthen linkages between
policies to practices in practical ways.
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Introductory remarks by the Chairperson.

Panel 1: Drought Networking Experiences in Africa

(i) The African Drought Risk & Development Network, by
Dr. Eric Patrick, UNDP/DDC and (ii) Mechanisms for
Drought Risk Reduction at Regional and National Levels
in Africa, by Mr. Martin Owor, regional coordinator,
ISDR-Africa.

Delivery of Climate Products to Communities, by Prof.
Laban Ogallo, Director, IGAD Climate Prediction and
Application Center (ICPAC).

National Experiences in Drought Risk Management:

(i) Djibouti, by Mohammed Hammed Madar, Secrétaire
Exécutif de Gestion des Risques et des Catastrophes;
(ii) Kenya, by Mr. Moses Gitari, Deputy Secretary,
Ministry of Special Programmes.

Discussion

Panel 2: International Support for Drought Risk
Reduction

The UN Convention to Combat Desertification, by Mr.
Arnaud de Vanssay, UNCCD

Example of Inter-Agency Collaboration (WFP and FAO) in
Drought Risk Reduction: Weather-indexed Livelihood
Protection Scheme, by Mr. Henri Josserand, FAO.

Contributing to the Implementation of the HFA: A
Framework and Practices for Drought Risk Reduction, by
Pedro Basabe, ISDR, and Cody Knutson, National
Drought Mitigation Centre/USA.

Discussions on the Way Forward







