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Community Risk Assessment (CRA)

� Added value of CRA

� What distinguishes CRA 

from global and national 

risk assessments?

� ProVention CRA Toolkit

� Linking the different 

spatial levels: challenges 

and possible pathways 
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Added value

� Local communities bear the brunt of the impact 
of a disaster and are in most cases also the first 
responders when a disaster happens (after an 
earthquake up to 90% of people are rescued by 
relatives and neighbours). 

� Most top-down disaster risk management 
programs fail to address the specific needs and 
demands of at-risk communities.

� Local actors have skills, knowledge, resources 
(materials, labour) and capacities which are 
often overlooked and underutilised by external 
actors.

� The HFA strongly endorsed the need for more 
community participation in disaster risk 
management.Photo: Sudanese Red Crescent



What distinguishes global and national 

risk assessments from CRA?

GLOBAL/NATIONAL

� Geographical prioritization/ 
risk indexing in view of 
decision-making on 
allocation of DRR resources

� Quantitative methods

� Risk data based on 
aggregate hazard and 
vulnerability (human and 
economic development) 
information

� Limited consultation with 
potential beneficiaries

COMMUNITY LEVEL

� Integrated process of data 
collection, action planning, 
implementation and M & E 
with beneficiaries.

� Mixture of qualitative and 
quantitative methods

� Besides use of secondary 
data, active data collection on 
social vulnerability and local 
capacities takes place

� Participatory process, making 
use of PRA/RRA techniques, 
aimed at empowering local 
groups



ProVention Consortium 

Community Risk Assessment Toolkit

Objective

� To document the various CRA 

methods and applications.

� To assist the users in identifying 

a method or case study which is 

of particular relevance to their 

context.

Intended end users
� Community Based Organisations, 

NGOs, communities, Red Cross 

Facilitators, local government 

officials, emergency managers 

and risk researchers.

International Federation



www.proventionconsortium.org/CRA_toolkit



Linking different spatial levels of risk 

assessment: challenges and potential  

pathways

� Context: in many developing countries data collection and analysis 
systems (statistical departments, universities, line ministries…) have 
limited capacity and are under-resourced.

� Upscaling:

� Upscaling data: aggregate and extrapolate locally collected data 
to higher spatial levels: not so much a technical problem, mainly 
a problem of data availability.

� Upscaling participatory processes: “citizens fora” where 
individual CRAs are discussed; joint deliberation and planning 
process by local government, civil society organisations at 
district, province level.



Linking different spatial levels of risk 

assessment

� Other pathways:

� Using more quantifiable, standardized, technical 
approaches, such as Participatory GIS, at the 
community level.

� Joint development and implementation by local 
government and CSOs of pilot community risk 
reduction projects (including data collection, 
analysis, planning, implementation). 

� Using horizontal multiplicative and diffusive 
strategies to increase spread and impact of local 
level assessments



www.proventionconsortium.orgwww.proventionconsortium.org

Thank you!       


