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We believe that the current Economic Crisis and the War on Terror will pale in significance to the devastation the world will see if we fail to implement Disaster Risk Reduction initiatives now. Right now, today, the development investment that donor countries have made over the past 50 years and the blood, sweat, tears, and efforts made by developing nations, are eroding. Soon the impact of years of multiple disasters will exceed the advances of development. 
Natural disasters have increased four-fold over the last 20 years, affecting the poorest and most vulnerable communities most severely. The increase in frequency and magnitude of disasters reduces recovery time and increases vulnerability, undermining investments in humanitarian relief and development and progress toward the Millennium Development Goals. 
We must act now to protect the development investment and resist the temptation to wait for predictable disasters to happen. DRR must become a development priority. We decide the legacy we are leaving future generations. Will we fiddle while Rome burns or seize the day (Carpe Diem!) and invest in DRR?
In 2006, US-based INGOs supported by InterAction (the coalition of U.S.-based international nongovernmental organizations focusing on the world’s poor and most vulnerable people)
formed a disaster risk reduction working group (DRR WG) to share practical experience and knowledge, improve interagency co-ordination, and help raise the profile of DRR on the national and international policy and programming agenda. 
From the outset we have been members of and support the work of the Global Network for Civil Society Organizations for Disaster Reduction through our partners in the field and by encouraging our government to support the Global Network. We stand behind and support the conclusions of the Views From the Frontlines research.
Our goal as a working group is to build resilient communities and reduce vulnerability by raising the profile of Disaster Risk Reduction through:

(1) increasing public awareness; 

(2) shaping national and international public and private policies and practices; 

(3) increasing quality DRR work at the field level; 

(4) increasing resources dedicated to reducing risk; and 

(5) improving our agencies’ DRR practices.

Our objectives and activities include:
1) Improving individual members’ DRR practices by creating opportunities for learning (i.e., information and practice exchanges, case studies, networking, training, etc.); 

2) Supporting platforms for collaborative efforts at both field and headquarters levels;

3) Engaging with the international and national DRR community to influence international policy and programming for both public and private sectors; and
4) Advocating and sharing information on key DRR issues to maximize engagement with the US government and other actors. 
