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First of all I would like to thank the ISDR-Secretariat, which has organized this important Global Platform meeting with the crucial support of the Government of Switzerland. We would like to welcome the opportunity to discuss the very important issues of disaster risk reduction and the links between climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction.
Disasters are global phenomena. Vulnerability is linked to broader social issues, such as poverty, but also social exclusion, conflict and marginalization. Reducing the occurrence of disasters and environmental degradation, while at the same time strengthening the ability of vulnerable people to protect themselves and recover quickly after disasters, are key factors in the process. Disaster risk reduction measures, and increasing risk awareness, are of vital importance for achieving the Millennium Development Goals.
Risk reduction perspectives must be integrated into all parts of sustainable development, physical planning and recovery. One important aspect is to find ways to make the value added by disaster risk reduction activities more visible, to further promote good examples and to make the benefits of investing in disaster risk reduction clearer.
Establishment of a concrete and well organized National Platform will be the primary priority of Romania for the future. As the focal point to ISDR, GIES is executing the role of coordination between relevant institutes and bodies especially on the risk reduction related issues. 
We engaged ourselves in a series of programs and projects in order to increase the safety of the citizens and to enhance the experience of authorities in the field of disaster management.

However, we believe that establishment of a national platform in Romania with several academic and governmental bodies involved will contribute to the development of risk reduction culture in our country.
The National Emergency Management System from Romania has often proved to be efficient in the last 5 years of existence, especially during 2005, 2006 and 2008 floods. The development and use of new technologies to assess the territorial set up and monitor risks in real time has allowed the prevention of possible disasters and substantially reduced the consequences of same.
The National Committee for Emergency Situations is an inter-ministerial body which comprises decision-makers, experts and specialists designated by the ministries involved in emergency management. Although it is functioning like a national platform, we need to enhance this National Committee as a National Platform by adding the academic actors and NGO’s for  better using all the national capabilities and for succeeding the implementation of the 5 priorities for action according to the Hyogo Framework for Action. 
There is also a strong need to pursue with clarity and coherence the matter of distinction/link between actions that are peculiar to the activity carried out by emergency management body and those pertaining to sustainable development, protection and the rational use of the environment.

Much can still be done and the establishment of the Platform will no doubt be an extra incentive to reach the objectives relevant to risk reduction, in line with what Romania has subscribed to in the “Hyogo Declaration”.
The “Hyogo Framework for Action” has shown the way forward and defined substantial priorities for countries having subscribed to it, through a common strategy everybody can contribute to thanks to their own experiences and skills.

Finally, I again would like to extend our gratitude on behalf of our delegation to ISDR secretariat and Government of Switzerland for their efforts and warm hospitality in organizing this valuable meeting.

