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Course on Risk and Crisis Management in the event of Hurricanes

Colombia is promoting the Co-operation Strategy for the Caribbean Basin. Through
this Strategy, the Colombian Government shares some of its institutional strengths
with the countries of the region in five strategic areas for the development of the
region.

Food security

Professional technical training
Bilingualism

Academic mobility

Disaster prevention and relief

Bearing in mind that the Caribbean region is vulnerable to the occurrence of
disasters, hurricanes in particular, the Government of Colombia deems it important
to strengthen joint efforts among governments, institutions and communities for
the wellbeing, security and protection of the citizen.

For that reason and in order to promote the preparation and education necessary
to prevent disasters and to respond in a timely and appropriate fashion, Colombia,
under the coordination of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and with the support of
the Pan-American Development Foundation (FUPAD), will offer the “Course on Risk
and Crisis Management in the event of Hurricanes”, prepared by the National
University of Colombia. This initiative confirms Colombia’s commitment to South-
South Co-operation and promotes the strengthening of capabilities in the area of
risk management and disaster relief in the Caribbean region.

The course is geared toward providing the officials of the Caribbean Basin with
training and instruction with respect to risk management and the response
capabilities of the various sectors and communities, with special emphasis on
hurricanes. This will also serve as an opportunity to establish links for joint work
and co-operation among the countries of the Caribbean.

OBJECTIVE
Develop the topics of Risk Management, Disaster Reduction and Crisis
Management, with the focus being the tropical storms occurring in the Caribbean,
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so as to maximize not only forecasting and anticipation in light of such events, but
also the response and recovery capabilities when these events occur.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
e Provide a process of training, participation and instruction for officials of
the various institutions and representatives of the Nations and Community
Organizations involved in Risk Management.

e Facilitate the exchange of knowledge and know-how regarding the
mitigation of the effects caused by natural and anthropic events, with
special emphasis on hurricanes and the response capabilities of the
different sectors and communities.

e Facilitate the cultural, technical and scientific recovery of the popular and
professional historical experience concerning the management of crisis and
risk situations arising out of natural and anthropic events.

e Contribute by strengthening the sectors and social participation and
organization, with respect to the strategy for civic security and protection.

METHODOLOGY

The course will be developed through activities similar to teaching conferences and
workshops, during which the most up to date information on the topics proposed,
will be shared, promoting ongoing participation and guaranteeing, through group
dynamics, the development of tasks and activities (dynamics) that would allow for
the completion of a teaching-participation-learning evaluation process.

CONTENT AND DURATION OF THE COURSE

The Risk and Crisis Management Course in the event of Hurricanes will run
for 6 days, during which participants will receive 6 Instruction Modules:

e Module 1: Risk Management
e Module 2: Context of the Impact of Hurricanes
e Module 3: Co-operation and Risk Management Policies
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e Module 4: Hurricane risk mitigation
e Module 5: Warning, Response and Crisis Management
e Module 6: Cindynics and hurricane risk management

Schedule: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

PARTICIPANTS

The course is targeted toward members and representatives of the governmental,
relief, rescue, civil protection and scientific institutions of Central American and
Caribbean countries.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS

The course requires exclusive dedication and participants must complete the
individual and group evaluation procedures regarding their academic performance
and participation in the workshops and activities planned. Attendance at all
academic activities, during the hours established, is mandatory. In order to pass
the course (and receive a certificate), at least 90% attendance at classes and
workshops is required.

REQUIREMENTS
Participants must be officials of governmental, relief, rescue and community
entities in the Caribbean Basin.

APPLICATION DEADLINE
28 July 2009

FINANCING

According to the strategic alliance of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia
and the Pan-American Development Foundation (FUPAD), the delegate of each
entity will receive financing for airfare, accommodation and food.

VENUE
San Andrés, Colombia
31 August to 5 September

For further information, please contact:
Isabel Rubiano at irubiano@fupad.org
Mr. Andrey Molina at andrey.molina@cancilleria.gov.co



