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PRESS RELEASE

First Euro-Mediterranean forum on Civil Protection issues 
21-22 July 2009
Italian Civil Protection Department
Rome, Italy

Towards improved protection of citizens and tourists from natural and technological disasters in the Mediterranean region
On 21-22 July 2009, the 5 million euro EU-funded Euro-Mediterranean Programme on Prevention, Preparedness and Response to Natural and Man-made Disasters (PPRD South) will hold the first Meeting of the Programme National Correspondents in Rome. 

The Meeting, which will gather representatives of the National Civil Protection Authorities of the 14 Mediterranean countries directly involved in the PPRD South activities - Albania, Algeria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Montenegro, Morocco, Palestinian Territories, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey -, will be opened by the Director General of the Italian National Civil Protection Authority, Guido Bertolaso in front of the Ambassadors of the participating countries. Pia Buccella, Head of the Civil Protection Unit within the EU will also address an official welcome speech.

On the first day of the meeting, the PPRD South National Correspondents - high officials from the National Civil Protection Authorities - will introduce their respective national Civil Protection scenario focusing on the top priorities for action. On the second day, the discussion will focus on the definition of the concrete activities to be implemented by the Programme either at national or regional level, to strengthen the Civil Protection capacities.
The Euro-Mediterranean cooperation in the field of Civil Protection (CP) started in 1998, under the umbrella of the Barcelona Process, with two EU-funded programmes: a 5-year Pilot Programme (1998-2004), and the “Bridge” programme (2004-2008). Building on the experience of the previous programmes, the new 3-year PPRD South aims at further improving the results achieved by contributing, in particular, to the development in the Mediterranean region of a Civil Protection culture based on prevention rather than response. 
PPRD South is coordinated by a consortium lead by the Italian Civil Protection Department together with the National Civil Protection Authorities of Algeria, Egypt, France and the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR). 
The objective of the Programme is to develop and reinforce the Prevention, Preparedness and Response capacities of the Civil Protection services in the Euro-Mediterranean region through increased institutional cooperation, both between the EU and the Mediterranean Partner Countries.  This includes establishing close links with the EU Civil Protection network, called “Mechanism” - and among the countries themselves, which, in turn, will ensure more effective protection of people, infrastructures, cultural heritage and the natural environment in the event of major disasters.

The main activities of the PPRD South aim at developing national and regional risk atlas, organising training workshops, study visits and technical assistance, organising simulation exercises, and improving the information and awareness of Mediterranean populations regarding risk exposure, prevention and response.
The Regional Risk Atlas will constitute a shared and accessible knowledge base on the existing risks in the Mediterranean region and will be the starting point for promoting a common approach to managing those risks. It will be available on the internet and it will enable either Mediterranean Civil Protection Authorities to better planning prevention and preparedness actions or Mediterranean citizens to be better aware of the risks they are exposed to.

Although the geographical characteristics of the Mediterranean region ensure a wide range of climatic, biological and cultural benefits to the resident populations as well as to the tourists which travel to the region, they also create favourable conditions for a high level of exposition of those persons to a broad range of risks of natural and man-made disasters. These disasters, which include earthquakes, floods, drought, tsunamis, wild fires, sea pollution, and industrial accidents, concern, in a comparable manner, most of the countries of the region. 

According to the Emergency Event Database (EM-DAT), over the last 28 years about 25 million people in the Mediterranean region have been affected by natural and technological disasters and the cost of the damages caused by these disasters reach € 105 billions. Of these 25 million people, 11 millions were affected by drought, 8 millions by earthquakes and 4 millions by floods. In terms of number of registered disasters in the region, floods account for 36% of the total, earthquakes account for the 15% and droughts for 4%.  
Mediterranean citizens and tourists, thanks to the increased circulation of information on disasters, are aware of the existence of such risks. Yet, they are not able to evaluate their respective level of exposition to these risks or to put in place adequate prevention actions.  Both categories express an increasing demand of “Civil Protection services” not only in term of rescue and assistance but also in terms of more detailed and operational information on the risks and of better prevention capacities.

The PPRD South seeks to provide a regionally shared and coordinated response to this demand. The National Correspondents have a key role in the formulation of this response. They shall point out the civil protection gaps to be filled at national level and collaborate with the PPRD South team in the identification of proper support actions as well as coordinate their implementation. They will also be in charge of promoting the “prevention based” Civil Protection approach in their country and of participating to the PPRD South regional dialogue on Civil Protection priorities and issues at stake which is a necessary pre-requisite to move towards the harmonisation of Civil Protection capacities in the region and the establishment of a regionally shared disaster prevention system.
Contacts: 
Alessandro Candeloro, +39 349 0850931

info@euromedcp.eu
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