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Lars Bernd, Programme Officer National Platforms, 
UNISDR secretariat Geneva, bernd@un.org

www.unisdr.org

The ISDR system of partners and 
the UNISDR secretariat

Multi-stakeholder meeting on Disaster Risk Reduction – 
Bishkek – 27 July 2009
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Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015:
Building the resilience of nations and communities to disasters

Five priorities for action
1. Governance: ensure that disaster risk reduction is a national and 

local priority with strong institutional basis for implementation 
2. Risk identification: identify, assess and monitor disaster risks 

and enhance early warning
3. Reducing the underlying risk factors in various sectors 

(environment, health, construction, etc.)
4. Knowledge: use knowledge, innovation and education to build a 

culture of safety and resilience at all levels
5. Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response

Words Into Action: 
A Guide for Implementing the Hyogo Framework
www.unisdr.org/eng/hfa/docs/Words-into-action/Words-Into-Action.pdf
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120 HFA Focal Points
Have been formally designated with responsibility for the implementation and follow-up of the Hyogo Framework 
for Action (marked in         )

51 National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction 
Have been established/strengthened in: Argentina, Botswana, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cape Verde, 
China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Czech Republic, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Equator, France, 
Gabon, Germany, Ghana, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Madagascar, Mali, F.D.R. of Macedonia, Monaco, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Panama, Philippines, Russian 
Federation, Senegal, Seychelles, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Tanzania, Togo, 
Uganda, USA, Venezuela, Zambia.
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ISDR system levels of action (“platforms”) 
Define priorities: Strategic information, guidance and 

assessments of progress

National implementation
National frameworks, multi-stakeholders, and multi disciplinary National Platforms for DRR

Support from UN country team and/or WB – when appropriate 

Thematic
Building on existing networks, clusters, programmes and other mechanisms

e.g. Education Platform (in preparation), Seismic Risk Reduction

Regional
Based on existing regional and sub-regional strategies and mechanisms
e.g. CAREC, Asian Ministerial Conference on DRR, ISDR Asia Partnership
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Global Platform for DRR
Biennual sessions

Global Assessment Report
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Policy development 
and reporting:

• Guidelines (HFA)
• Progress reporting
•UNCT- RC training

Advocacy and 
public awareness:

•Media outreach
•Good practices

•Foster champions

Information
Management:

•PreventionWeb
•Network of expertise

•Info standards

Regional outreach: Supporting partners in regions and countries
•Promote national platforms & action plans

•Regional partnerships/strategies- RECS
•Policy – Advocacy – Information services

Facilitate the 
implementation of 

HFA & DRR – raise 
commitment to 
reducing losses

from natural hazards

Management, monitoring and resource mobilization
•ISDR system Joint Work Programme

•Resource mobilizaiton

Focus areas

Same focus 
regional/ 
national

Service the 
ISDR system

ISDR secretariat 
functions

Joint partnership with WB:
Global Facility for Disaster
Reduction and Recovery
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ISDR secretariat (UNISDR) presence

Americas

Africa

Asia & Pacific

Europe & CIS

West Asia & 
North Africa

Geneva (Headquarters)

Bangkok
Suva (Fiji)
Liaison in 
Kobe (Japan)

Geneva 
Dushanbe

Cairo
Tehran

Early Warning 
Platform Bonn

Nairobi
Addis Ababa (AU)

Panama
Liaison in New 
York
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Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: 
Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to 
Disasters

Progress – international  UN system


 

UNDP: working closely with ISDR- CADRI, global 
report, GRIP, national capacity building 
programmes



 

UNESCO: education & science


 

UNICEF: education and emergencies programmes


 

WMO: disaster prevention and mitigation programme, 
national surveys 



 

UNEP: environmental group, country cases


 

WHO: Safe hospitals campaign and health sector


 

FAO, WFP, UNDP/DDC: drought risk reduction


 

OCHA: preparedness


 

Climate Change: UNFCCC and IPCC- adaptation


 

Indian Ocean Consortium: Tsunami EWS. 
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Wednesday 10 October is the International Day for 
Disaster Reduction: Awareness and Education



w
w

w
.u

ni
sd

r.o
rg

10

ISDR World Disaster Reduction Campaign on “Hospitals Safe from 
Disasters”

UNISDR Sasakawa Award for Disaster Prevention
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UNISDR supported thematic and stakeholder networks
- NGO network (Mr. Marcus Oxley, Global Network of Civil Society 
Organisation, marcus.oxley@globalnetwork-dr.org)

- Climate change adaptation and DRR (Ms. Silvia Llosa, llosa@un.org – Mr. 
Julio Garcia, juliog@eird.org)

- Parliamentarians, High-Level advocacy – (Ms. Feng Min Kan, kanf@un.org)

- Media network (Ms. Brigitte Leoni, leonib@un.org)

- Gender network (Ms. Ana-Cristina Thorlund, thorlund@un.org

- Local Government (Mr. Michele Cocciglia, cocchiglia@un.org)

- National Platforms (UNISDR Regional Offices with Mr. Lars Bernd, 
bernd@un.org)

- Capacity Development on DRR in general/ CADRI (Ms. Geraldine Becchi, 
becchi@un.org)

- Safer Hospitals (Mr. Jonathan Abrahams, abrahamsj@who.int,   Ms. 
Michiko Hama, hama1@un.org, Mr. Lars Bernd, bernd@un.org)

- Education (UNISDR FP: Ms. Christel Rose, rosec@un.org)

mailto:marcus.oxley@globalnetwork-dr.org
mailto:llosa@un.org
mailto:juliog@eird.org
mailto:kanf@un.org
mailto:leonib@un.org
mailto:thorlund@un.org
mailto:cocchiglia@un.org
mailto:bernd@un.org
mailto:bernd@un.org
mailto:rosec@un.org
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UNISDR secretariat support to National Platforms
• Promote and help establishing NPs and multi-stakeholder dialogue 
meetings (led by line-Ministry – implemented in support to/with UN RC)

•Organise global and regional thematic meetings and training with/ among 
National Platforms (e.g. workshop on mainstreaming DRR, meeting with 
climate change experts)

•Develop guidance documents, tools and contribution to ISDR partner work 
with NPs/ HFA FPs (incl. CCA/UNDAF guidelines, joint publications, etc.)

•Support sharing of NP experiences (« twinning » + good practices, « ISDR- 
Highlights « and other magazines)

•Jointly run awareness raising campaigns

•Undertake capacity assessments (with CADRI, UNDP)

•Support ministerial meetings in the regions

•Facilitate access to expertise

•HFA monitor (progress reporting and information sharing)
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