UNDER THE DISTINGUISHED PATRONAGE OF HIS MAJESTY KING MOHAMMED VI

5 African Summit of Local Governments

Marrakesh - Morocco
From 16 to 20 December 2009

N | I‘qll \©
41 1 (Gl

African Regional, and Local
Governments’ response to the
global c¢risis : Promoting
sustainable local development
and employment

P
U}:%A

United Cities and Local
Governments of Africa




AFriC iﬁes ] in Abidjan, Cate d'lvoire, in 1998, marked the emergence of African local

govermnments on the regional and international scene.

For the first time, the participants from across the continent decided to supersede the
barriers of official languages inherited from the colonial era, in order to promote an
Alfrican Voice on the challenges of decentralization, local development, regional infegration
and cooperation in Africa.

AFI‘iC iﬁeS 2 in Windhoek, Namibia, in 2000, marked the beginning of the structuring

on the one hand of the Pan-African Dialogue on decentralization and sustainable local
development, and on the other, of the African municipal movement.

The two thousand two hundred participants, including forty ministers and six hundred
mayors and local elected officials, decided to set up a coordination mechanism of their
action planned to lead to the establishment of an All Africa Ministerial Conference on
Decentralization and Local Development {AMCOD), an intergovernmental institution of
ministers in charge of the administrative, financial and technical supervision of local
govermnments, with the aim of including decentralization in the African political agenda; and
the Council of Cities and Regions of Africa (CCRA), with a view to building and
representing the unified voice of Ahrican local govemments.

The participants also decided to institutionalize the Africities Summit as the Pan-African
Dialogue Platform on decentralization, and to organize this event every three years.

3 Sommet Africain des Collectivités Locales

AF”C IerS 3 in Yacunde, Cameroon, in 2003, the three thousand five hundred
parficipants passed two major political decisions i.e. the effective setting up of the All Africa
Ministerial Conference on Decentralization and Local Development (AMCOD) and the
Council of Cities and Regions of Africa {CCRA} which was renamed United Cities and Local
Governments of Africa (UCLGA).

They decided to undertake the necessary steps for the recognition of these two insfitutions

P by the African Union. Besides, they placed decentralization and local government capacity
M building in the improvement prospects of the living conditions of the people and citizen
e e T participation, and laid down the access of the people to basic services as a key element for
the credibility of local government actions.

Nmm;x:n;;" o AFI‘ICIi’IeS 4 in Nairobi, Kenya, in September 2006, the central theme was "Building
e 1A e M et S codlitions for the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals in African Local

Governments.”

Africities 4 in Nairobi was mainly a meeting of stakeholders. It was cenfered on the
contribution of African local governments to the effective implementation of the Millennium
Development Goals.  Actually this Summit offered a unique opportunity to all the
decentralization stakeholders [Local and Central Governments, Pariners) to fake stock of the
implementation of decentralization policies in Africa and Millennium Development Goals in
African local governments.

Alricifies 4 marked the end of a cycle, the one of the emergence and structuring of the
Alfrican municipal movement, and opened a new stage, the one of action. Through the
Millennium Development Goals, the pressing need to fight misery and poverty, and to
improve the living conditions of the people is now affirmed. With the appropriation of this
prospect, the African local governments have fixed their objectives and have decided to set
up the means in order fo attain them.
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AfriCiﬁeS 5 in Marrakesh, Marocco, the central theme is «African Regional and Local
Governments’ response to the global crisis : Promoting sustainable local development and
employment».

The current global financial crisis brings to the fore the need to conduct a renewed reflection on
the operation of the world economy and on the definition and implementation of development
strategies. The idea that no region, no country and no community would succeed in overcoming
this crisis all alone is gaining momentum. In this respect it is important to integrate a greater
number of countries and decision makers into the consultation efforts ciming at resolving the crisis,
and not only the leaders of the G8 member-countries, as it was done at the last meeting of the G-
20 in London, the UK. The world is now aware that the current crisis is not limited to its financial
dimension. Its economic, social, ecologic, geopolitical, moral indeed even civilization dimensions
are equally important.  This multidimensional nature of the world crisis is an indication that the
world is going through a specific moment in its history, in which the certainties underlying the
operation of development models are now called into question. Each region of the world is called
upon in order to propose new prospects that can guarantee a sustainable human development for
the world.

The ambition of the Marrakesh Africities Summit is to put on the table African Regional and Local
Governments proposals that will contribute in overcoming the present world crisis.

During the whole week from 16 to 20 December, the Infemational Business Exhibition of
African Cities and Regions — Citexpo, will also be organized within the framework of the
Atricities Summit. It provides an exhibition space of a minimum of 3,000 square meters that
can accommodate some 300 fo 500 exhibitors.

The exhibitors come from various horizons in order fo present their products, know-how
and best practices. They are from both the private and public sectors. The exhibition
attracts also associations, NGOs, cities and national associations of local authorities
{NALAs), research and training institutions, consultancy firms, willing to share with the
Summit delegates and visitors their experience in he field of decentralization and local
development, or willing simply to offer to the participants the opportunity o explore their
organizations or the attractions of their localities of origin.

Everyone, participant in the Summit, local visitor or exhibitor will surely draw benefits from
this International Business Exhibition of African Cities and Regions over the five days of
fruithul exchanges on topics fouching his everyday life.



AFRICAN REGIONAL AND LocAL GOVERNMENTS’ RESPONSE TO THE GLOBAL CRISIS :
PROMOTING SUSTAINABLE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT

Wednesday 16 December 2009, Moming : OFFICIAL OPENING CERMONY OF THE AFRICITIES 5 SUMMIT AND
THE CITEXPO EXHIBITION

Wednesday 16 December 2009, Afternoon : THEMATIC SESSIONS
Short and Medium terms responses to the global crisis

Alleviate poverty Adopt local Produce Develop Organization Rebuilding trust
environmental policies of local wedlth local employment of local solidaritiess with the people
Thursday 17 December 2009, Moming : Associate the stakeholders with the local responses
Peasents | Local Popular | Major | Finandel | Operators Trade Community | NGOs | Youth | Wormen | Traditional] local and | Academics] Diaspora
antradors | economy | businesses | institutions | of locel Union associations and central experts
and public | QOrganizations moral adminis- and
micro- services authorities tration researchers
credits practitioners

Thursday 17 December 2009, Aftemoon :  Translating the responses to the crisis into local strategies

Defire of economic Elaborate policies Develop Renew Strengthen
social and ecologic on access to the right local financial policies local governance people participation
planning local processes and management and citizenship
Friday 18 December 2009, Morning : SPECIAL SESSIONS 34 sessions organized by networks of regional

and local governments and pariners working or wishing to work with them

Friday 18 December 2009, Aftemoon : SPECIAL SESSIONS

Saturday, 192 December 2009, Moming : OFFICIAL OPENING OF POLITICAL SESSIONS

Saturday, 19 December 2009, Afternoon :
Meeting of Mayors Meeting of Ministers of Local Governments,
and Local Authorities Economy, the Environment and Employment

Sunday 20 December 2009, Moming :

First Part : TRIPARTITE DIALOGUE MEETING Second Part : PARALLEL DISCUSSION OF RECOMMENDATIONS
{Ministers, Mayors, Development Partners) {Ministers, Mayors, Development Partners)

Sunday 20 December 2009, Afternoon : ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS
OFFICIAL CLOSING CEREMONY

UCLGA, United Cities and Local Governments of Africa
22, rue Essaadyine, Hassan Robat

Tel: +212 5 37 260 062 / 063 _ o
Fax: +212 5 37 260 060 the Africities website www.alTicites.org

You may monitor and contribute to the preparation
of the Summit by visiting regularly
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