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More than 80 per cent of Queenslanders live on the coast. The state has the longest and most scenic coastline 
on Australia’s eastern seaboard. It is much loved by Queenslanders and visitors alike because it brings so many 
benefits to our economy and lifestyle.

While it remains a great place to live and work, Queensland’s coast is also home to many special environmental 
features worth protecting, such as ancient sand dunes, rainforests, beautiful beaches and native wildlife.

We also need to be aware that one of the greatest challenges to our coastal lifestyle and economies is sea-level 
rise brought about by climate change. Our coast is also facing rapid population growth. We are all responsible for 
ensuring it is protected for future generations and that responsible planning is promoted and entrenched from the 
Gold Coast to the Gulf of Carpentaria.

The Queensland Government is leading by example with the development of a new Queensland Coastal Plan to 
ensure that our precious coastal qualities are preserved and infrastructure and livelihoods are protected from 
coastal hazard impacts. It seeks to do this in a way that sees opportunities for sustainable development promoted 
and public access to the foreshore maintained, and where possible, enhanced.

The Queensland Coastal Plan addresses management of the coast and planning for future urban development in 
the coastal zone by incorporating the State Policy for Coastal Management and State Planning Policy for Coastal 
Protection. The Queensland Coastal Plan reduces overlap with other policy initiatives and consolidates planning 
and natural resource management policies with best practice guidelines.  

The Queensland Coastal Plan provides greater certainty for the community, landholders, local councils and 
developers about how the coastal policies necessary to create sustainable and safe coastal communities will be 
achieved.

The Hon. Paul Lucas MP 
Deputy Premier 
Attorney-General, Minister for Local Government 
and Special Minister of State

The Hon. Kate Jones MP 
Minister for Environment and Resource Management

Foreword
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State Policy for Coastal Management
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Notes
Inappropriately located structures, facilities and 
activities can adversely impact on coastal processes 
and result in loss of amenity, on-going public costs 
and risks to public safety. The intent of this policy 
is to manage erosion prone areas to provide and 
maintain a buffer between permanent buildings and 
structures and the landward edge of the foreshore. 
Managing coastal land to allow natural fluctuations 
of the coast to occur without interruption or 
intervention will ensure that, in most cases, costly 
works are avoided and beaches are naturally 
maintained.

Managing coastal processes with erosion control 
works such as seawalls, groynes and artificial reefs 
can adversely affect coastal processes by trapping 
or redirecting sediments. The consequence is 
usually the loss of sand from beaches, receding 
shorelines, loss of foreshore vegetation and 
increased coastal erosion adjacent to the area in 
which erosion control works are undertaken.

Where dunal buffer zones are of insufficient width 
to protect permanent development from coastal 
erosion, re-establishment or widening of the dunal 
buffer zone can maintain the amenity of the coast 
and natural coastal processes. This is achieved 
through beach nourishment or removal or relocation 
of structures on the dunes rather than engineered 
coastal protection. In some circumstances, land 
within the erosion prone area (such as clay soils and 
marine muds) may not be compatible with dune and 
beach processes or it may comprise imported fill 
or contaminated material. In these circumstances 
engineered coastal protection works may be 
appropriate solutions.

In areas which are under constant threat of erosion, 
a strategy of retreat from the erosion prone area 
is the preferred option. For existing development 
which has social and economic value, erosion 
control works should be initiated only as a last 
resort in an instance when erosion presents an 
immediate threat to public safety, property, and/or 
infrastructure that is not expendable. 

Where shoreline erosion is a potential threat 
to development, DERM’s preferred method for 
managing this issue on State or local government 
coastal land is the preparation and implementation 
of a shoreline erosion management plan (SEMP). 
SEMPs are intended to investigate the causes of 
expected future impacts that erosion may cause. 

 

Notes
Analysis of the social, environmental and economic 
aspects of the options then provides a robust and 
rigorous basis for decision making. The guideline 
Preparation of a Shoreline Erosion Management 
Plan (available at <www.derm.qld.gov.au>) provides 
detailed guidance on how to develop a SEMP, as 
does Annex 5 of the SPP guideline. Appendix 1, 
item 1 of this policy lists priority areas where the 
preparation of a SEMP is considered necessary. 
SEMPs may form part of a broader management plan 
for coastal land.

Structures and public infrastructure are essential to 
provide safe and equitable access to, and use of, 
coastal land. Suitable infrastructure for the purpose 
of this policy may include:

structures such as picnic tables, barbeques, • 
coastal trails and bikeways that—either in 
isolation or as part of a group of associated 
structures—are considered to be expendable 
when threatened by coastal erosion

specially designed portable or demountable • 
structures, such as surf life saving observation 
towers and equipment sheds

lookouts, shelter sheds, elevated decks and • 
pergolas that—either in isolation or as part of a 
group of associated structures—are considered to 
be non-permanent development 

demountable structures which are not founded • 
on permanent concrete pads, do not require 
permanent services such as water, electricity 
or sewage and are capable of being easily and 
quickly removed when threatened by coastal 
erosion. 

Unsuitable infrastructure and activities include:

permanent or non-expendable development • 

rock, concrete or other fixed structures located • 
on the foreshore of open beaches, unless such 
structures are required for beach retention 

buildings, car parks, roads, pipes, drains, • 
excavation, golf courses, and other non-coastal-
dependent sporting or recreational facilities, 
power and telephone lines, extraction operations, 
sewage pump stations and similar structures

clearing, thinning, or other damage to native • 
vegetation except for establishing or maintaining 
limited recreation areas (note: fire-break 
clearing, mowing, and works for public safety are 
acceptable)

any other types of works or structures which may • 
lead to wind or water erosion.
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3. Dune management

Policies
3.1 The long-term stability of dune systems and the 

capacity of the dunes to rebuild after erosion is to 
be maintained through retaining and enhancing 
the extent, species composition and natural 
zonation of coastal dune vegetation.

3.2 Dune vegetation is to be protected from the 
adverse impacts of pedestrian trampling, vehicle 
use, stock grazing and invasion from pest plants 
and animals.

3.3 Public recreational uses and access infrastructure 
which cannot be located outside of the erosion-
prone area is to be located in landward dunal 
areas which are isolated from present day coastal 
processes.

Principle
Dunes are to be protected and dune vegetation is maintained and enhanced.

Notes
Human induced changes to dune configurations 
and the degradation of dune vegetation significantly 
limits their protective capacity, amplifies erosion 
problems, adversely impacts on neighbouring 
landforms and can result in the complete loss 
of foreshore areas. Recreational use and access 
infrastructure includes picnic facilities, walking 
and bike tracks, park areas and car parks. Where 
access over dunes to the beach is occurring, board 
and chain walkways, steps and advisory signs are 
required. 

Rehabilitation includes the restoration, repair or 
stabilisation of a degraded system. Management 
actions may include providing small habitat 
linkages to improve species survival and encourage 
recolonising the dunal system, and the management 
of pest plants and animals. Pests compete with 
native species for habitat, food, light and nutrients. 
Sometimes they out-compete the native species 
and reduce habitat quality, diversity and aesthetic 
and recreational value. Pest management plans or 
strategies should be developed identifying priority 
actions for preventing and controlling invasive pest 
species. 

Notes
Management and rehabilitation efforts vary in cost, 
intensity, resource requirements, timeframes, and 
the suitability of techniques to particular sites 
and situations. Ongoing maintenance is required 
to ensure they are effective and it may be useful 
to develop ongoing maintenance checklists that 
note required approvals, insurance, standards, 
assessment criteria and notifications to be checked 
and, as needed, rectified each time the site is 
visited.

Coastal Dune Management—A series of Technical 
Notes and Other Resources (referenced in Appendix 
3) provides technical guidance for undertaking 
maintenance and rehabilitation activities. Where 
community and voluntary groups are undertaking 
rehabilitation or maintenance activities on State 
coastal land, authority from DERM or the trustee, 
and appropriate insurance, is required under the 
Land Act.

3.4 For high-use recreational areas where vegetation 
retention is not practicable, physical management 
methods such as beach reprofiling are to be 
implemented to maintain an erosion buffer zone 
and the sand volume of the beach and dune.
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4. Management of areas of ecological significance

Policies
4.1 Areas of HES and other ecological values are to be 

protected, enhanced and rehabilitated to a natural 
state by:

conserving, protecting and restoring natural a) 
ecosystems and habitats

maintaining, enhancing or establishing habitat b) 
connectivity for species movement

using endemic plants species when c) 
undertaking rehabilitation

managing pest plants and animalsd) 

restricting pedestrian and vehicle access to e) 
defined and managed paths and tracks

designing and locating access, paths and f) 
tracks to avoid sensitive areas—in particular, 
feeding, nesting or roosting sites of shorebirds, 
and nesting areas of turtles

 instigating temporary or seasonal closures to g) 
pedestrian and/or vehicle access to protect 
nesting or roosting species.

4.2 Active or intensive public activities are located, 
and buildings and structures are sited and 
designed, to avoid adverse impacts on HES areas 
and disturbing nesting or roosting species. 

4.3 Where impacts from activities, structures and 
infrastructure cannot feasibly be avoided, 
management actions are to be taken to minimise 
impacts, and where possible, undertake 
rehabilitative actions to ensure there is no loss of 
the impacted values overall.

Notes
Areas of HES have a critical role in maintaining 
the biodiversity of coastal land and coastal 
resources. This policy seeks to protect areas 
of HES, those areas identified on maps, 
and additional areas identified by coastal 
land managers. Protection includes locating 
buildings, infrastructure and intensive public 
activities outside of identified areas. Pedestrian, 
tourist and marine activities are managed to 
avoid adverse effects on ecological values. 
Management actions may include seasonal 
and night closures of turtle nesting beaches, or 
seasonal closures at times when migratory birds 
are present or other species are nesting.

Areas mapped as HES have been identified 
through a comprehensive assessment of 
biodiversity values. Other areas of HES cannot 
be easily mapped and include nesting sites, 
roosting areas and where threatened species 
are present in a very localised area. Additionally, 
our knowledge of the spatial extent of marine 
ecosystems, including sea grass areas, 
corals and rocky reefs and their conservation 
significance, is significantly less in comparison 
to terrestrial regional ecosystems and species 
habitats.

Land managers are to refer to the DERM website 
<www.derm.qld.gov.au> for mapping of existing 
areas of ecological significance (AES) to be used 
as a broad tool, and also identify areas of HES 
and other areas of general ecological significance 
(GES) at a local scale.

Principle
Protect areas of high ecological significance (HES) and conserve other ecological values.
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5. Indigenous cultural heritage

Policies
5.1 Traditional Owners are to be encouraged to 

participate in planning for the management of the 
coast.

Notes
Indigenous Traditional Owners have been managing 
their cultural resources for tens of thousands of 
years as part of an ongoing practice of culture. The 
degree of Traditional Owner involvement in the 
management of coastal and marine areas varies 
and is often limited by past tenure decisions.

Currently, Indigenous Traditional Owners have 
varying levels of involvement in the management 
of their ancestral homeland estate depending on 
land and sea ownership, access, and opportunity 
or financial and material capacity. Under the 
Community Services (Aborigines) Act 1984 and the 
Community Services (Torres Strait) Act 1984, the 
following statutory bodies have been established to 
manage land under deed of grant in trust:

the Aboriginal Coordinating Council which • 
assists and coordinates Aboriginal councils

the Island Coordinating Council which assists • 
and coordinates Island councils

15 Aboriginal council areas• 

16 (Torres Strait) Island council areas.• 

Notes
Aboriginal councils and Island councils undertake 
the management of land and are similar to local 
governments in a number of functions. Indigenous 
Traditional Owners also have involvement in 
the management of land including land over 
which native title rights and interests have been 
determined, the Indigenous Land Corporation 
hand-backs, and acquisitions by federal and state 
government programs.

The participation of Traditional Owners in the 
preparation of management plans is essential to 
ensure Indigenous cultural heritage is appropriately 
protected and Traditional Owners are able to access 
their cultural resources. Incorporating Indigenous 
land management knowledge, where this can 
be provided by Traditional Owners, provides 
a significant and valuable contribution to the 
achievement of the objectives of the Coastal Act.

Principle
The living culture of Indigenous Traditional Owners and their connection with cultural resources on 
the coast and in marine areas is maintained and enhanced.

5.2 Management plans and programs are to facilitate 
access by the Traditional Owners to their coastal 
cultural resources and for undertaking cultural 
activities.
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6. Public access and use of the coast

Policies
6.1 Use of coastal land ensures public access to the 

coast is maintained or enhanced.

6.2 Exclusive private access to the foreshore and 
exclusive private use of beaches is to be avoided.

6.3 New public access facilities are only to be 
provided where:

there is a demonstrated community demand; a) 
or

there is a need to ensure public safety; andb) 

the location, design and maintenance provides c) 
and enhances equitable and safe public 
recreation and access opportunities.

6.4 Undeveloped esplanades and road reserves 
on the coast that contain significant coastal 
resources are not to be constructed unless this is 
required to provide access to private property that 
has no other legal access. 

6.5 The undeveloped roads and esplanades listed in 
Appendix 1, item 2 are to be retained in a natural,  
undeveloped state and not formally developed for 
vehicular purposes.

6.6 Tenure decisions for State coastal land do not 
result in the loss of public access to coastal land 
or the foreshore or public use of these areas 
except where:

there is an overriding need in the public a) 
interest consistent with the factors set out in 
Appendix 4, or

 it is to either establish or support a public b) 
benefit asset.

6.7 Notwithstanding policy 6.6(a) or 6.6(b), tenure 
decisions are to ensure that the activity for which 
tenure is granted:

achieves the policy outcomes of the a) 
Queensland Coastal Plan to the maximum 
extent practicable

provides an environmental offset for any b) 
residual adverse impact on an area of high 
ecological significance that cannot be avoided 
as a result of undertaking the activity

provides for the natural effect of physical c) 
coastal processes to continue outside the area 
subject to the activity.

6.8 Public access facilities and walkways to the 
foreshore are located, designed, constructed and 
managed to avoid erosion, minimise footprint and 
prevent adverse impacts on coastal resources.

Principle
Public access and use of the coast is maintained and enhanced for current and future generations. 

Notes
The intent of this policy is to ensure there is to be 
no net loss of public access to the foreshore or 
of public use of State coastal land, the foreshore 
or coastal waters, while not compromising the 
protection of coastal resources. 

Some existing uses of State land, such as 
unapproved beach or fishing huts or jetties, 
have the potential to dictate future settlement 
patterns. These huts are generally inappropriately 
sited within areas vulnerable to coastal 
processes. This can lead to significant long-term 
costs to the community if settlements develop 
in these areas. The Land Act 1994 provides for 
the administration of permits to occupy relating 
to fishing huts and beach huts. This does not 
establish an ongoing use right.

The establishment, management and 
maintenance of structures, such as public access 
walkways and recreational facilities, are the 
most appropriate management responses to 
avoid impacts on significant species and coastal 
habitats. This will ensure the long-term stability 
of dunes and other vulnerable coastal landforms, 
and prevent the introduction of non-native plants 
and animals. 
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New public infrastructure should only be 
considered as a response to community demand 
(not a means to attract increased visitation 
to the reserve) or where public safety would 
be jeopardised if the infrastructure was not 
provided. This infrastructure should be located 
and designed so it does not trap or redirect 
natural sediment transport processes (e.g. wind 
and tidal transport of sand), result in degradation 
of natural values or occurs in areas of high 
ecological significance. Exclusion fencing and/
or the placement and design (or absence) of 
access infrastructure and designated walkways, 
boardwalks, signage and public amenities can all 
be used to manage public access and use.

The coast is a dynamic environment and 
the natural conditions generally mean that 
structures and buildings experience much 
shorter operational lives than they would if 
located elsewhere. To ensure facilities and 
services continue to operate according to their 
design purpose, maintenance plans should be 
prepared, implemented and regularly reviewed. 
Additionally, inspections of structures and 
buildings should be undertaken immediately 
after major storm events or periods of high seas. 

Appendix 1, item 3 outlines priority areas for 
managing the adverse impacts from public 
access on coastal resources. Appendix 1, item 4 
outlines priority areas for improved pedestrian 
access.
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7. Buildings and structures on State coastal land

Policies
7.1 Buildings and structures are only supported where 

a public need has been demonstrated and are 
required to support the orderly public use and 
enjoyment of the coastal environment. 

7.2  Buildings and structures are to be located, 
designed, constructed and operated to 
complement the landscape characteristics of the 
natural environment, and in particular:

not alter the amenity and character of the area a) 

be muted in colourb) 

incorporate sustainable and climate-sensitive c) 
design and operational features to achieve 
efficiency in the use of materials, energy, water 
and management of waste.

Notes
State coastal land should primarily maintain 
natural ecological values to the maximum 
extent possible. The overall objective in the 
management of State coastal land is to minimise 
the number and extent of intrusion of buildings 
and infrastructure. However, coastal areas—
particularly those adjacent or close to urban 
areas—must also cater for extensive public use. 
In most cases, buildings and infrastructure will 
be required to manage public use so as to protect 
ecologically significant areas, prevent damage 
to coastal landforms, such as dunes, maintain 
amenity, facilitate public enjoyment and for 
public safety. 

However, in considering either new structures and 
infrastructure or the redevelopment of existing 
structures and infrastructure, the community 
need for the structures and infrastructure is to be 
demonstrated.  Constructing facilities as a means 
of attracting additional public use to little-used 
areas is discouraged and should be avoided.

Principle
Buildings and structures (including all infrastructure) are established on State coastal land only 
where they are essential, provide a public service, and cannot be feasibly located elsewhere.
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8. Driving on beaches

Policies
8.1 Driving on beaches is only supported on beaches 

where:

no practical alternative access exists a) 

the nature of the beach makes driving practical b) 
and safe

management actions are employed to ensure c) 
there are no significant safety risks to other 
users of the beach

 no significant adverse impacts on Indigenous d) 
Traditional Owner cultural resources will occur

 management actions are employed to ensure e) 
there are no significant adverse impacts on or 
to coastal ecosystems and species

 the responsible government body has f) 
prepared and implemented a beach driving 
management plan that addresses the 
requirements of this plan.

Principle
Driving on beaches is not supported unless required for access and is actively managed to prevent 
significant impacts on ecological values and ensure a safe environment for other beach users.

8.2 Vehicle use of beaches is not to cause a 
significant adverse impact on the ecology of the 
foreshore—including foreshore plant and animal 
species, including nesting and roosting areas 
for sea turtles and migratory or other littoral bird 
species—and management plans must include 
provisions for the closures of beaches to vehicles 
during periods critical to the life cycle of species, 
such as:

within two hours of high tidea) 

at night (to the extent this is practicable)b) 

 seasonally, to protect nesting and roosting c) 
areas for sea turtles and migratory and other 
littoral bird species. 

8.3 Vehicle use on and adjacent to beaches listed in 
Appendix 1, item 5 is avoided, with the exception 
of access across the beach at approved boat 
ramps and access by vehicles for emergency or 
official purposes such as lifesaving activities, litter 
collection or wildlife management.

8.4 To the extent practicable, land managers are to 
manage vehicles to minimise impacts on coastal 
resources on and adjacent to beaches listed in 
Appendix 1, item 6.
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Notes
The preferred policy position is to discourage driving 
on beaches, but recognising it is sometimes necessary 
for access or has resulted from historical use.

Research indicates that compaction of sand by 
vehicles is destructive for sand-dwelling invertebrates 
and may also disturb feeding or roosting shorebirds 
and nesting turtles. Where vehicles are used on 
beaches, they should be driven below the high water 
mark and avoid significant areas, such as turtle 
nesting areas and vegetated areas including grassed 
areas. Vehicles also should not be driven along debris 
or drift lines, as these often harbour wildlife. 

If vehicle access to, and along, beaches is assessed 
as essential, the relevant government or local 
government authority should prepare a management 
plan setting out the conditions under which beach 
driving may be permitted. This plan may form part of 
an overall plan for the relevant coastal strip or be a 
stand alone plan. In the preparation of a beach vehicle 
use management plan, the relevant authority should 
have a qualified and experienced ecologist prepare 
a report which identifies the relevant ecological 
and species values of the beach and provides 
recommendations for how adverse impacts on these 
values can be minimised. 

Notes
Similarly, an assessment of how the beach is used 
by others will be necessary before a proposed plan 
can be prepared for consultation with Indigenous 
Traditional Owners, the public generally and specific 
user groups. 

Conditions often employed regarding beach driving 
include the use of a permit system, speed limits, 
closure during the period two or more hours each side 
of high tide, night closures, and seasonal closures 
during nesting periods for sea turtles and times when 
migratory bird species are present. 

Specific regulations or local laws, the use of signage 
and physical exclusion devices will often be required 
to ensure compliance with conditions for vehicle use 
of beaches. A regular compliance presence will also 
be necessary.

Revenue raised through a permit system can be 
used to offset the costs of coastal protection and 
rehabilitation programs.

Beaches are defined as roads under the Transport 
Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995 and all 
road rules apply. 

Appendix 3 includes links to further relevant 
information.
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9. Management planning

Notes
Local area coastal management plans aim to 
ensure that management and maintenance 
activities are sensitive to the fragility of coastal 
land while also being effective, efficient, and 
practical. The type, structure, content and 
implementation mechanisms identified in a 
management plan is at the discretion of the state 
coastal land manager and should be tailored to 
suit the purpose for which the land is used and 
any special management considerations. 

A sample land management plan template for 
coastal areas is included in Appendix 2. Support 
and guidance can be provided by DERM in 
relation to the coastal management components 
of the land management plan. 

It is desirable that coastal reserves have a 
DERM-approved management plan which 
designates areas for beach access, parks or 
passive recreational purposes that:

avoid any sensitive natural areas, such as • 
wetlands, unstable dunes, or the habitats of 
rare and threatened species

avoid any culturally significant sites, except • 
where the nature of that cultural significance 
is consistent with its use and access by the 
general public

are to be available to the general public and • 
not confer any level of exclusivity for certain 
users.

The Land Act 1994 makes provision for the 
minister to require a trustee to prepare 
and submit a land management plan for 
reserved land managed by trustees. In some 
circumstances, a trustee will be required to 
prepare a land management plan for the primary 
use of the trust land, including for newly created 
trust land. However, it is generally a requirement 
that a land management plan is to be prepared 
when trust land is subject to secondary uses 
(refer to DERM’s Policy Secondary Use of Trust 
Land PUX/901/209). 

Principle
Management and use of coastal land is guided by plans of management. 

Policies
9.1 State coastal land managers are encouraged 

to prepare and implement local area coastal 
management plans (management plans) that 
achieve the outcomes of the Queensland Coastal 
Plan. 

9.2 Management plans should preferably include a:

description of the physical coastal processes a) 
of the area and a statement of management 
practices and actions for maintaining these 
processes

shoreline erosion-management plan (SEMP) if b) 
coastal erosion is posing a threat to structures 
and infrastructure that cannot be relocated or 
removed or where the public beach may be 
lost

description of the natural coastal resources c) 
of the area and a statement of management 
practices and actions for their conservation or 
rehabilitation

description of the recreation, public access d) 
and scenic values of the area and a statement 
of the management practices and actions to be 
employed to manage these values

beach driving management plan if driving on e) 
beaches is necessary

statement of the performance indicators, f) 
monitoring and reporting arrangements

program of annual works and maintenance.g) 

9.3 The community, Indigenous Traditional Owners, 
relevant interest groups and the Department 
of Environment and Resource Management 
(DERM) are to be consulted in the preparation 
of management plans, with a final copy of plans 
provided to DERM.

9.4 Management actions on State coastal land, 
including works and the establishment of 
structures and infrastructure, are to be consistent 
with the relevant management plan for the area, 
the Queensland Coastal Plan, and the purpose for 
which the land is reserved (where relevant).
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Guidance on management planning for trust land 
administered under the Land Act is provided in the 
Land Management Planning for Reserves or Deeds 
of Grant in Trust–Information Kit. The information 
kit may be useful to other land managers in the 
development of management plans regardless of 
the tenure of the land.

A local government may prepare a management 
plan for one or more trust lands of similar purpose 
within its jurisdiction (e.g. all reserves for beach 
protection and coastal management purposes 
within the local government area). Such a land 
management plan for State coastal land may 
complement or incorporate other relevant land 
management documentation such as a SEMP or a 
pest management plan for the local area. However, 
where local governments have existing coastal 
planning tools in place, such as foreshore master 
plans, it may be more efficient to incorporate the 
objectives of a management plan instead of having 
separate coastal planning documents (refer to 
previous policy explanations in this document for 
advice on additional issues to be addressed in 
management plans). 

Local government may need to develop internal 
business procedures to ensure the management 
plan is triggered for consideration when use, 
management and operational decisions are to be 
made about coastal land.

Dealings by state land managers include resource 
allocation, tenure decisions, covenants and the 
development and implementation of management 
arrangements on State coastal land. Such dealings 
are to be consistent with the Queensland Coastal 
Plan and, where a management plan has been 
prepared, all decisions about the use of the land 
are to ensure that the objectives of the plan are 
achieved to the maximum extent practicable.

Where private interests are permitted on State 
coastal land they should be compatible with the 
policy outcomes of the Queensland Coastal Plan 
and requirements of management plans. Rural land 
managers on the coast are encouraged to prepare 
a property vegetation management plan that sets 
out how land-use activities are to be sustainably 
managed to maintain their important economic role 
in Queensland. A property vegetation management 
plan would include specific provisions to ensure 
the protection of coastal resources and their 
values, particularly coastal waters, dunes and areas 
of high ecological significance. Appendix 3 outlines 
additional management tools, strategies and 
voluntary codes of practice for primary industries. 

The areas listed in Appendix 1, item 7 are to be 
allocated a tenure that recognises their importance 
in protecting coastal resources and their values.

Priority areas for local area coastal management 
planning are listed in Appendix 1, item 8.
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10. Monitoring and review

Policies
10.1 Coastal land managers are to assess the 

effectiveness of their coastal management 
practices by:

establishing resource extent and condition and a) 
management outcome indicators

including relevant and reasonable performance b) 
indicators in management plans 

regularly reporting on the extent and condition c) 
of coastal resources

reviewing management plans and works d) 
programs to address adverse impacts 
identified during monitoring.

Notes
A framework for monitoring impacts and 
assessing the conditions of major coastal 
resources is provided by the four-yearly State of 
the Coastal Zone Report that forms part of the 
State of the Environment Queensland Report. 

Land managers can achieve the intent of this 
policy for coastal management monitoring and 
reporting by:

establishing baseline measures of • 
environmental conditions on the coast, such 
as for local waterways and estuaries, dunes 
and foreshores, and areas of ecological 
significance

incorporating regular independent • 
assessment of monitoring results as 
appropriate

ensuring results and findings of monitoring • 
are made available to all levels of 
government, industry and community (unless 
ownership or confidentiality restricts public 
access)

providing information that contributes to • 
improved decision making.

Principle
Coastal land managers achieve effective coastal management through regular monitoring, reviewing 
and reporting mechanisms.
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11. Knowledge sharing and information

Policies
11.1 Coastal land managers share knowledge of 

coastal management issues through:

facilitated participation, collaboration and a) 
integration within, and between, programs and 
community networks

improved knowledge sharing between b) 
organisations with a common interest in 
maintaining and protecting coastal resources

Notes
The National Cooperative Approach to Integrated 
Coastal Zone Management—Framework and 
Implementation Plan 2006 has a fundamental goal 
to maintain, restore or improve coastal ecosystem 
quality and the societies these ecosystems 
support. This is essential for the achievement of 
long-term, ecologically sustainable development 
of the coast. National integrated coastal zone 
management seeks to achieve coastal protection 
and management through a holistic approach using 
skills and knowledge from many levels and sectors 
responsible for the governance, expertise and land 
management across coastal areas and catchments. 

The managed portals of DERM and other state 
government departments provide access for coastal 
land managers and others to research data and 
latest developments, such as in papers, project 
reports, technical notes and mapping products. 
CoastInfo, which is accessible on the DERM website 
<www.derm.qld.gov.au/coastinfo> has been 
developed to provide a portal of relevant links to 
search, view and share information relevant to 
coastal planning, management and conservation. 
Two-way information sharing is also considered 
important between coastal managers, assessors 
and researchers. Collaborative projects that involve 
volunteers, councils, landholders and managers 
are encouraged to also create new pathways for 
knowledge transfer and reduce project costs.

Notes
To maximise CoastInfo’s effectiveness as an 
information portal, and subject to legal or 
customary constraints, all levels of government, the 
private sector and the community are encouraged 
to make accessible their coastal information 
that properly catalogues data and metadata and 
coordinates the capture and management of 
information.

DERM provides advice on implementing and 
interpreting the Queensland Coastal Plan. The 
department also offers support and guidance 
to local governments wishing to develop a local 
coastal management plan, shoreline erosion 
management plans or plans to manage vehicles on 
beaches.

Awareness and understanding of coastal issues 
can be encouraged within communities through 
community-based social marketing strategies 
and the provision of education and awareness 
programs and information via websites, schools, 
libraries, shopping centres, beachside venues, 
interpretive signage and information disseminated 
by government agencies, private land managers, 
and tourism and wildlife-related businesses. 

Information can be obtained from the DERM 
website <www.derm.qld.gov.au> or by emailing 
queries to <coastal.support@derm.qld.gov.au>.

Principle
Knowledge and awareness of coastal resources and their management is shared with the 
community. 

effective promotion of awareness and c) 
understanding of coastal issues to encourage 
environmentally responsible behaviours 
(stewardship) in the community.
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12. Community engagement

Policies
12.1 Coastal land managers include the community in 

planning and management activities through:

providing opportunities for participation and a) 
collaboration

ensuring integration within and between b) 
programs and community networks

encouraging and facilitating the active c) 
participation of community groups in 
managing their coastal areas.

Principle
The community is engaged in coastal management decision-making processes.

Notes
Effective coastal management requires planned, 
coordinated and collaborative approaches 
involving all stakeholders, including members 
of the community. Effective collaborations 
and partnerships combine resources, assist 
in reducing costs, recognise diversity in 
approaches, and more likely improve coastal 
management outcomes.

Regional natural resource management bodies, 
community groups and individuals currently 
commit funding, time, and effort to prepare 
strategies, such as integrated catchment 
management plans and natural resource 
management strategies. They contribute to 
on-the-ground works and activities, such 
as rehabilitation projects that contribute to 
managing coastal areas. 

Community organisations, businesses and 
industry interest groups, and other agencies 
which contribute resourcing, skills and 
knowledge may be supported in various ways 
in their role as coastal land managers. These 
include funding from local council, federal, 
state or regional sources for coastal land 
management planning, research, monitoring 
and collaborative programs, forums and on-
ground projects identified as having importance 
to coastal management. 


