EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL HUMANITARIAN AID AND CIVIL PROTECTION - ECHO

* Xk

* %%
* 4t

ECHO A - Strategy, Policy and International Co-operation

kot A/3 - Policy and Implementation Frameworks

Brussels 23 April 2013

Summary Report

The breakfast meeting was organised to identifit wiher Commission services some of the
key issues that should be addressed in disasteagesnent over the coming years. The
discussion was also related to the forthcoming atiasons on a post United Nations Hyogo
Framework for Action (HFA), a ten-year (2005-201®Juntary framework on disaster risk
reduction. Ms Margareta Wahlstrom, the Special iRepntative of the UN Secretary-
General for Disaster Risk Reduction, attended theting.

In her opening remark§ommissioner Georgievaunderlined the rising trend in the number
of recorded disasters and the damage caused mamtrdecades. Developing countries are
hardest hit in terms of mortality, but developedtoies are also vulnerable. In the EU, the
average loss from natural disasters is €10 billidre floods that hit central Europe in 2002
(500 000 affected EU citizens) were a wake-up talldevelop the EU disaster risk
management and civil protection frameworks andgbteSolidarity Fund.

She emphasised the links between disaster manageareh sustainable economic
development and the 400% to 700% return on invedsna disaster prevention. She
mentioned also the opportunities when it comes deebbping the technologies that can
improve our ability to anticipate and manage disast

The debate focused on ways to pursue and strendtbaster risk management policies and
activities as part of the EU growth and competiie®s agenda, and on the priorities to be
addressed in the post 2015 Hyogo Framework foomcin synergies with the post 2015
development agenda and the follow-up to Rio+20.

Commissioner Pot@&nik underlined the economic consequences of disastesies their
direct impacts, and the need to step up effortdisaster prevention, with policies to enhance
disaster proofing. He mentioned in particular:

e the need to reduce the impacts of natural disasigradopting environmental
friendly solutions such as green infrastructured gromoting the sustainable
management of water, forest and land resources;

» the work with all stakeholders over the years t@rione the take-up of disaster
prevention efforts in policy making (flood managemaevater and land planning, soil
management and erosion);

» the need to build in a sustainable way to minimilzenages from disasters (the
revised Environmental Impact Assessment Directiile mainstream the concept of
disaster and climate change proofing in all newgmtodevelopments in Europe);
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» the strengthened prevention provisions in the SelleBirective;

» the Environmental Liability regime in place withihe EU, and the recently adopted
legislation on off-shore oil and gas operationgerding the scope of the liability
Directive to allow the European marine environmerte fully covered,;

» a feasibility study on a "European Risk Sharingiligt to address damage from
industrial disasters;

» the need to strengthen our legislation where nacgss improve the uptake of risk
prevention practices in industry, i.e. to make sina& if an accident happens the
operator has the means to restore the damage jfetlwes entails high risk operators
to prove their financial capacity or insurance gpes in the off-shore Directive;

» the work in progress to address the nuclear lighitisurance issue;

» the need to address disaster prevention as p#re dbllow-up to the Rio +20 and the
post-2015 agenda;

» the need to strengthen and enhance the Hyogo Frankdar Action, in particular
the financing or risk sharing aspects and the ptmm®f insurance.

Commissioner Geoghegan-Quinnmentioned the global nature of the disaster risk
management challenge. She referred in particuldrecCarnegie Group (G8+5) discussions,
addressing science and technology policies for @wipg disaster anticipation and resilience.
A meeting of Senior officials of the Carnegie Grozgquntries, World Bank, and UN was
convened by the JRC in December to discuss cooperagpportunities. This meeting stated
a need for minimum standards, harmonised commuaic@trotocols, integration of social
sciences into disaster management and multi-hgzamtderships. She referred in particular
to concrete actions that should feed into the pdStHyogo process:

» the need to improve standards and data and forniafiion sharing in the areas of
disaster los, disaster exposure, or communicatioisks. The JRC is supporting DG
ECHO by reviewing existing disaster loss databasasd will provide
recommendations for suitable EU minimum standards;

» the added value of international partnerships tess in particular multi-hazard
risks. The JRC is working with international staédglers, including the World Bank,
to establish a Global Floods Partnership, in ongefacilitate exchange of best
practices and foster new techniques;

» the work on the humanitarian risk index, condudtgddG ECHO and the JRC with
international organisations and stakeholders;

» the need to develop a culture of prevention angamexiness to build a "risk society"
including community education, risk awareness ogagement of citizens in
protective response actions;

» the need to further advance cooperation and pdlialogue between the scientific
and disaster risk management communities.

Commissioner Hedegaardreferred to the EU strategy on adaptation to ckmethange
(adopted on 16 April). The strategy is



promoting action by Member States and encouradiegntto adopt comprehensive
adaptation strategies (currently 15 have stratggies

encouraging climate mainstreaming in key sectorsh sas agriculture, fisheries,
financial instruments (20 % of the overall spendimgluding on development, will
be climate related) ensuring that Europe's infuastire is made more resilient;

addressing gaps in knowledge about adaptation @pitific guidelines) and further
developing the European climate adaptation platf@fimate-ADAPT).

Referring to the post Hyogo discussions, she enipés

the opportunity to further integrate adaptatioroimtisaster risk reduction efforts
within the post Hyogo Framework;

the need to mainstream adaptation and disastereatklction together in policies and
financial instruments;

the need to promote insurance and other financiadiycts — the Green Paper on
insurance of natural and man-made disasters id@med initiative to engage with
the sector and further elaborate on future initesti

the need to promote further the economic case/bmowtfit of disaster risk reduction
and climate change adaptation.

Commissioner Barnieremphasized

that mainstreaming is key to create a culture ef/@ntion (the prevention costs are
lower than those for repairing);

the role of the European Union Solidarity Fundated after the serious flooding
in central Europe in August 2002, and the need:tdefore a disaster strikes

the importance of working on insurance issues -Gheen Paper on the insurance of
natural and man-made disasters (adopted on 16{@#Jaunch a consultation until
30 June 2013 on the availability and adequacy pf@piate disaster insurance;

that the Green Paper process will also help to ptenmsurance as a tool of
disaster management.

Commissioner Piebalgsnentioned:

the need to find synergies with other parallel imd¢ional processes (SDGs and
post MDGSs): disaster risk reduction needs to besicemed in the sustainability
goals to be developed;

The significant progress made by the EU in buildumg the resilience of
vulnerable populations, notably in the Sahel (AG@R)Horn of Africa Region
(SHARE);



The development of the EU approach to resiliena@r(@unication and action
plan) to improve the effectiveness of the EU's huitagian aid and development
cooperation policies in reducing vulnerability imsaster prone countries and
incorporating disaster risk reduction;

the need to mainstream disaster risk reduction esslience in the next
programming;

the support to disaster risk reduction through riatural disaster facility (€192
million under the ¥ and 18" EDF, allowing interventions in more than 40
countries);

the Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA) addregslisaster risk reduction in
seven national programmes and two regional prog@snm

the importance of risk analysis, across bordersEurope but also across
neighbourhood and candidate countries;

the need to overcome the national reluctance afrghaapabilities;

the need to further pursue and strengthen disastemanagement policies and
activities as part of the EU growth and competiie®s agenda.

Margareta Wabhlstrém underlined that:

the forthcoming Global Platform of disaster riskuetion will focus on the
importance of financing for disaster risk reduct{adnsurance, investment
incentives, credit availability, etc...);

risk assessment entails an obligation to act andldtliherefore be combined with
capacity-building;

there is a need to consider major industrial réaks cross-border risks
(water/floods);

there is a need to develop an integrated apprmedisaster risk reduction and
climate change adaptation;

disaster risk reduction should be a key compongtiteopost 2015 development
agenda;

there is a need to engage with the private seétmi{ding insurance) in encouraging
investments on disaster risk reduction and resiédmuilding and infrastructure

more research is needed on future risks/upcomiatiesiges;

the United Nations have prepared an action platisafster risk reduction for
resilience aiming to position the work of the UN.



In her concluding remarksCommissioner Georgieva emphasised the need for the
Commission to work with Member States in orderewgelop a common EU position in order
to play a leading role in shaping an ambitious easor to the Hyogo Framework for Action.
A Communication to be published at the end of tearywill develop the Commission

position.



