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From SearchSearch andand RescueRescue mission …mission …
… To … To thethe preventionprevention of of naturalnatural disasterdisaster..



Who we are ?

French non governamental association of firefighters who’s vocation 
is to:

� bring help and assistance to population around the world in 
catastrophic situations with the deployment of our professional rescue
team.

� help reinforce and develop the emergency rescue services of 
emerging countries by :

� the education and training of firefighters and rescue workers.
� donating various equipment and vehicles
� an objective evaluation of their emergency services

� educate and inform people on disaster and earthquake preparedness
by individually subjecting them to innovative method : the earthquake 
simulator.



Our skills

� « POMPIERS DE L’URGENCE INTERNATIONALE » is composed of 
firefighters and other specialist rescue personnel working within emergency 
services of France, with experience in accidents and disasters.

� response to natural disasters and accidents with urban search, rescue
teams and rescue dog teams.

� to undertake the medical treatment of casualties of natural or 
manmade disasters with our field medical tent.

� humanitarian aid and logistics for survivors.

� water distribution.

� the capacity to evaluate and coordinate operations and expertise.

� educationnal programs in emergency and earthquake preparedness, 
particulary with children.

� the training of instructors, fire and rescue personnel.



Team members missions

International deployment :

� 2006 Indonesia and Pakistan : search and rescue mission -
YOGYAKARTA. Humanitarian aid mission - BALAKOT.
� 2005 Pakistan : search and rescue mission october 2005 - BALAKOT 
earthquake.
� 2004 Indonesia : search and rescue mission following tsunami - BANDA 
ACEH.
� 2003 Algeria : search and rescue mission – BOUMERDES earthquake.
� 2001 Salvador : search and rescue mission following earthquake.
� 1992-1999 Turkey : search and rescue mission - ERZINCAN and
IZMIT earthquakes.
� 1998 Japan : search and rescue mission - KOBE earthquake.
� 1995 Tchad : emergency evaluation mission following flooding in 
N’DJAMENA.
� 1990 Roumania : medical and food aid in BUCAREST.



EARTHQUAKE EARTHQUAKE 
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The international experience aquired by POMPIERS DE L’URGENCE 
INTERNATIONALE on various rescue missions have made it

possible for us to propose an innovative earthquake preparedness
program with the help of our earthquake simulator.



International missions on emergency preparedness :

� Serbia/Turkey 2006/2005 : educating children in ISTANBUL on 
earthquake preparedness with the earthquake simulator, training and donation 
of equipment to the firefighters of POZEGA and CACAK in Serbia.

� France 2003/2006 : earthquake preparedness :
� in schools
� at l’Ecole Supérieure d’Architecture in Paris
� with the public during conferences
� on national science days
� with the french ministry of ecology and durable 

development

� French west indies 2005 : campaign to sensibilize and educate the
inhabitants of the poor neighborhoods, and the children, with our earthquake
simulator in Guadeloupe.

Our experience with emergency preparedness



Secondary school St Joseph - Istanbul

Scientific TV show - PARIS - FRANCE

School POINTE A PITRE - Guadeloupe



Our goal : To introduce new behaviour patterns towards earthquakes on an 
individual basis.

� To develop peoples  awardness and in particular children, to the  
effects and sensations of a earthquake

� To demonstrate the actual force of a earthquake

� To help in preventive measures

� To develop earthquake preparedness (survival techniques, basic first
aid etc…)

� To explain the origin of natural disasters

� To train emergency personnel

Earthquake preparedness : simulation and education  



Innovation

Tools :   - Earthquake simulator

- Course

Résults :

� A animated/informative course for students on earthquake and
tsunami

� Each student gets to try the earthquake simulator

� Survey of students findings before and after going on the
simulator

� Multimedia screening : plasma screen or 2D goggles

� The possibility of programming new seismic sequences

Location : - Schools

- Public and private places 

- Government services



The Earthquake Simulator

� Vibrating platform that reproduces 

3 earthquakes of reference :

� Reproduces simultaneously the 4 type of seismic waves ( P,S,Love, 
Rayleigh)

� Simultaneous video and audio

� Possibility of adding various 

objects on the plateform such 

as furniture etc…

� Flickering lights

� Programmed by computer

. Boumerdés (Algeria)

. Izmit (Turkey) ou Kobe (Japan)

. Rambervillers (France)

Essai du simulateur par 2 sismologues Turcs



Advantage of the earthquake simulator in educational programs

� the number of students who can participate in the course : about 150/day
(theory and simulation)

� the earthquake sequences can be reprogrammed manually and in function of 
seismic events in the news

� multimedia screenings

� evolutionary concept, interactive

� the course and simulation is complementary of official schools programs

� easily transportable, uses standard houselold electricity to function

� simple to use, user-friendly, low maintenance cost.



Example of the course
Example :

ISTANBUL

Secondary
School

1st phase

Animation

2nd phase

Simulation

3rd phase

Evaluation

Content ?

- Description of earthquakes : it’s 
consequences

- Authentic examples : sudeshow on the
Izmit and Pakistan earthquakes

Content ?

- The earthquake simulator

- Individual use of the simulator

Content ?

- The evaluation of the students
feelings on the course

- Questionnaire - round table - débate

Who ?

- Teachers

- Experts

- Assistants

Duration ?

60 minutes

Who ?

- Simulator 
assistants

Duration ?

3mn/student

Who ?

- All

Duration ?

50 minutes



CONCLUSION

Pompiers de lPompiers de l’’urgence internationale urgence internationale cancan ::

� ValorizeValorize thethe qualityquality andand technicaltechnical levellevel of french of french rescuerescue
teams in missions teams in missions abroadabroad in in urbanurban searchsearch andand rescuerescue, , 
training training andand equipmentequipment. . 

� MaximiseMaximise ourour rescuerescue missions missions abroadabroad by by favorizingfavorizing
emergency emergency preparednesspreparedness andand initiatinginitiating durable postdurable post--crisiscrisis
long long termterm developmentdevelopment projectsprojects..

� DevelopDevelop an an innovativeinnovative educationaleducational concept in emergency concept in emergency 
preparednesspreparedness by by thethe use of use of thethe earthquakeearthquake simulator as an simulator as an 
effective effective meansmeans of of educatingeducating on on thethe risksrisks of of naturalnatural
disastersdisasters..



Thank you for your attention

We will be happy to answer any of your questions, 
and we invite you to try our earthquake simulator

during the next few days.


