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World Vision Position Statement on Disaster Risk Reduction

Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction – Second Session, Geneva June 16th – 19th 2009

Preamble

World Vision engages in long-term community development and humanitarian relief, and is committed to building the capacity of the most vulnerable communities and institutions to reduce risk and become more resilient to major disasters and low-level vulnerabilities. 

Whilst we recognize the value of long-term approaches to disaster risk reduction, risk often only becomes starkly evident following a major disaster event. The experience of a major disaster can provide a key learning opportunity when people are at their most receptive to new approaches leading to behavioural and institutional change.  As such, the post disaster recovery period requires a strategic and “opportunistic” approach to be taken by policy makers and practitioners, to resource and subsequently enhance long-term disaster resilience at community level. 

Key Positions

1. World vision advocates for an overhaul of humanitarian funding mechanisms to incorporate risk reduction and climate change adaptation funding streams into an integrated recovery funding mechanism. This mechanism would be accessible to both government and civil society initiatives and in line with the National DRR strategy, ensuring that an absolute minimum of 10% was allocated into DRR. 

2. In addition, World Vision commits to allocating 10% of its development funding for risk reduction activities at the community level.

3. World Vision strongly promotes the value of risk reduction partnerships and collaboration.  Collective decision-making strategies are required that engage local government and civil society to reduce risk and strengthen early warning at the community level.  Strong local partnerships must also be complemented by inter-agency coordination at a policy-making level. We would like to commend UNISDR for the collaborative approach they have taken to engaging NGOs and civil society partners in recent years at global and national levels.
4. Finally, World Vision promotes the innovative role of children and young people as key stakeholders in DRR. World Vision commits to focus on the vulnerability of children to disaster risk by mainstreaming good DRR practice in 50% of schools where we work, providing opportunities to enable children’s education and active participation in DRR. We call upon members of the ISDR system to commit to actively facilitate dialogue with children. 
