The High-Level Expert Panel on Water and Disaster (UNSGAB/HLEP) was convened at the request of the UN Secretary General’s Advisory Board on Water and Sanitation(UNSGAB) in 2007. As a fruit of serious and devoted efforts from its participants, and united in its sincere wish to built safer world, HLEP created this report of action plans. This Action Plan proposed specific actions for the achievement of preventing, preparing for, and managing water-related disasters. A group of High-Level dignitaries, members of the High-Level Expert Panel on Water and Disaster (UNGSAB/HLEP), released the Water and Disaster report at the 5th World Water Forum. This Action Plan is a concrete manifestation of the international community’s efforts to effectively address six urgent imperatives including the principle of “galvanize and mobilize before disaster strikes”. This Action Plan has 40 concrete tasks to be taken at local, national, regional and global levels. Our message is “Devotion of prevention”. As priority measures, (1) National governments to declare hydro-climate data as public goods to be shared at all levels (regional, national and local) in order to assist in disaster risk reduction, (2) Delta states to call for the establishment of a Large Delta States Network to jointly tackle the negative impacts of sea level rise associated with ongoing climate change. The need is now for concrete and significant changes to make this happen. It is necessary to accelerate the Action Plan with the intelligence sharing for that. The international community at all levels is expected to implement necessary actions according to the Action Plan.
