
World Society for the Protection of Animals

Animals in Disasters

Larry Roeder – Director of UN Affairs, WSPA 

lroeder@wspausa.org +1.703.867.2056



World Society for the Protection of Animals

Importance of animals disasters:
• Humans depend on animals for livelihoods & food security



World Society for the Protection of Animals

Importance of animals disasters:

• Animals depend on humans for survival in disasters
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Importance of animals disasters:

• Neglect of animals in disasters impacts on humanitarian response

- East Chad / Sudan (refugee & IDP camps)
… no provision for working animals and livestock … animals die
… lost animals … lost livelihoods & lost wealth holdings …
… dependence on emergency aid / relief … cost to donors
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Increase resilience of animals:

• Integrate animals into contingency planning and early 
warning systems

• Improve pre-disaster animal health
• Build local emergency veterinary response capacity
• Build community (animal) preparedness:

- evacuation
- temporary safe holding areas

• Protect community animal feed and water resources
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WSPA calls on the UN, governments and 
humanitarian NGOs to include animals into 
disaster risk reduction:
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For information on WSPA risk reduction 
projects please contact:

Uta Hesterberg
WSPA International Risk Reduction Manager 
utahesterberg@wspa-international.org


