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PROFESSIONAL MASTER (M.SC) DEGREE IN DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES

1.
Objective of the Programme

The main aim of the programme is to provide a holistic academic approach to intended participants to understand Disaster Risk Management and Development issues.  The course seeks to provide participants with opportunities for improving their understanding of:

(i)
Risk, vulnerability and disaster analyses and patterns.

(ii)
Conceptual approaches to risk, vulnerability and disaster. 

(iii)
Risk, vulnerability and disaster assessment application. 
(iv)
Risk, vulnerability and disaster reduction strategies and challenges.
(v)
Disaster risk reduction mainstreaming in development planning.
2.
Duration of Programme


The professional M.Sc. in Disaster Risk Management and Development Studies shall last normally for three (3) Semester and a maximum of six (6) semesters for full time studies and a minimum of four (4) semesters and a maximum of eight (8) semesters for part-time students.

3.
Admission Requirements


Admission to the professional M.Sc Degree programme in Disaster Risk Management and Development Studies is open to holders of:

(i)
good honours bachelor degrees in Social Sciences, Sciences, Engineering, Medicine, Environmental Sciences, Town Planning, Agriculture, Communication and Information Technology of not less than 3.00 point on a five (5) point scale of the University of Port Harcourt, or other institution recognized by senate.

(ii)
HND with at least upper credit in a related discipline plus a minimum credit level pass (CGPA of 3.5 on a 5.00 scale) from the University of Port Harcourt or other institutions recognized by senate.
(N/B:
Work experience in scientific, management and policy-oriented departments (especially disaster risk management related organizations) of government and private sector will be added advantage).
4.
Graduating Requirements


To qualify for the award of the professional M.Sc. in Disaster Risk Management and Development Studies, a candidate must:

(a)
Complete 52 semester hours consisting of taught courses, field practicum and seminar with a score of at least ‘50%’ or the grade of ‘C’.
(b)
Satisfactorily defend a six semester hour’s thesis with at least a grade of ‘C’ or score of ‘50%’.

(c)
Meet all financial obligations to the University of Port Harcourt.

5.
Course Content


The programme is a blend of concepts, principles policies, legal framework, and strategies on governance and disaster risk reduction mainstreaming best practices.
6.
Course Structure and Description

	S/N
	COURSE CODE
	COURSE TITLE
	CREDIT UNIT

	FIRST SEMESTER
	

	1
	GDM 602.1:
	Research and Analytical Methods
The course is concerned with exposing the students to the scientific methods for collecting organizing, summarising, presenting, and analysing data.  Emphasis will be on field processes, research design, hypotheses testing, probability assessment; descriptive, simple inferential and spatial statistics.
	(3 Units)

	2.
	GDM 602.1:
	Fundamentals of Disaster Management.
Introduces students to the Global Disaster Risk situation, basic concepts, elements, disaster categories and overview of disaster management.  It will cover the various categories of environmental hazards such as extreme geo-physical, atmospheric, hydrologic, biologic and technologic events.
	(3 Units)

	3.
	GDM 603.1:
	Tools of Disaster Risk Management.
It will introduce students to various tools of disaster management such as remote sensing, global positioning system (GPS) and geographic information system.  Emphasis will be on their applications to planning, mitigation and management of disaster risk situations.
	(3 Units)

	4.
	GDM 604.1:
	Disaster Risk Assessment.
Introduces students to the dimensions to hazards and risks impacts and trends covering identification, nature, categories, perception, communication, assessment, and management of risks.  Emphasis will be on the assessment of damage, loss and recovery.
	(3 Units)

	5.
	GDM 605.1:
	Disaster Risk Vulnerability and Adaptation Planning.
Introduces students to disaster risk vulnerability and adaptation planning.  Covers concepts, elements and factors of human vulnerability and adaptation.  Also emphasises vulnerability and capacity assessments, procedures, index and framework.
	(3 Units)

	6.
	GDM 606.1:
	Disaster Preparedness Planning.
Covers principles, dimensions, measures and problems of disaster preparedness planning.  Also involves disaster preparedness practices, information resources, setting up disaster committee, documenting disaster arrangements, conducting preparedness training and testing preparedness arrangement.
	(3 Units)

	7.
	GDM 607.1:
	Development Planning.
This course covers basic development planning issues and theories with regards to disaster prone areas.  Emphasis on basic development concepts, processes, issues and problems, planning issues, variables and strategies of sustainable development; mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into development planning, Millennium Development Goal, Hyogo Framework for Action and Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction.
	(3 Units)

	SECOND SEMESTER
	

	8.
	GDM 608.2:
	Disaster Response and Recovery Strategies.
The course seeks to provide adequate knowledge on the immediate and long-term management of post-impact phase of a disaster.  It covers units such as themes, activities, structure and challenges of disaster response management; damage and loss estimation; damage and reconstruction needs assessment; themes of disaster response planning; resource mobilization for reconstruction; and case studies and simulation exercises.
	(3 Units)

	9.
	GDM 609.2:
	Managing Local Disaster Risks.
The course focuses on the different local disasters in Nigeria and their management.  They include stormy rainfall, flood, fire, terrorism, suicide bombing, health, drought, desertification, wind and pest disasters.  Case studies and best practices will be examined.

	(3 Units)


	10.
	GDM 610.2
	Engineering for Disaster Mitigation.

The course provides detail knowledge on the role of engineering in disaster management and planning.  Basic topic include the design and construction of hazard-resistant habitats, disaster shelters and emergency housing; retrofitting, building-for-safety, building codes, and provision of critical infrastructure.
	(3 Units)

	11.
	GDM 611.2:
	Public Health Aspects of Disaster Management.

This course will promote improved disaster preparedness and response in the health sector and increase capacity of health workers and volunteers to response to disasters.  Critical issues include: the management and coordination of health personnel and equipment, emergency health facilities, first aids, movement of victims, public health risks of disasters and handing pandemic health emergencies-influenza (fowl/swine flu), cholera, anthrax etc.
	(3 Units)

	12.
	GDM 612.2:
	National Disaster Risk Management Systems.

The course focuses on the concept, philosophy, institutional arrangement, organisational structures, issues and problems in the formulation of efficient national disaster risk management systems.  Also covers environmental management systems standardization and the reviews of national disaster risk management systems of selected countries.
	(3 Units)

	13.
	GDM 613.2:
	Capacity Building for Disaster Management.

Provides assistance to national disaster management institutions to formulate and design disaster management strategy.  Issues include the role of experts, information dissemination, capacity-building principles, coordination of planning and management teams.  It also covers best practice in disaster mitigation financing.


	(3 Units)


	14.
	GDM 614.2:
	Community-Based Disaster Risk Management.

The course provides an overview of the various approaches for community disaster preparedness and recovery plans.  It covers factors exacerbating community vulnerability – coping capacity to natural hazards, and resilience of communities.  It will provide knowledge of community participatory approaches to risk identification, assessment, evaluation, communication, prediction and formulation of community disaster risk management systems and implementation.
	(3 Units)

	15.
	GDM 615.2:
	Field Course

Will provide opportunities to visit disaster risk areas, disaster management projects and agencies so as to appreciate the challenges and constrains to disaster management.  This is a supervised week-long fieldwork when students are expected to conduct hazard, risk and vulnerability assessment of impacted sites and evaluate existing hazard management policies and strategies appreciate authorities.  These activities are compiled and submitted as project by students.
	(3 Units)

	16.
	GDM 616.2:
	M.Sc. Thesis

The thesis shall be original work on an approved topic on the area of disaster risk management.  The thesis is expected to contribute to knowledge and in accordance to the regulations of the graduate school as approved by senate.
	(6 Units)









































